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Letter of April 5, 1943 from Kenneth Shawcross stationed in India to Ivy
Shawcross living in Timperley with Kenneth’s parents and sister.

Original envelope is above and text of letter transcribed by Sarah Nosal
in July 2013 and reviewed by John Shawcross, follows on next page.



Copt K. C. Shaweross RAMC
No-154421. % Grindly & Co-
Bankers Bombay
5/4/43
My Dear Sweet
| amv writing again | shhall be at the end of my
wmited supply of these tivingsy of | am not careful but |
o feeling so- close to- yow & un love witiv yow that |
simply had to- write. Today | got an Alrletter of 22
dayys ago. Almost like a plhone call by comparison witiv
those blasted Aurmail letters: | felt | was getting owt of
fonch witiv yow, when we were exchanguing Aurmaid &
our exchanges fook apout 7 monthy: But withv Hhese
Aurlettery coming i 2 to- 4 weeks & Alrgroapiy un the
some tume: It iy ay of Hhe breotiv of Uife & reality had
been breatired, unto- owr communications. Ay yow are
senoding more of these & Aurgraphy & dropping sea &
adrmall, U feels ay of yoww were moving unfo- the same
foww or country anyway again ln Hre air letter yow
Jwst sadld yow were happy ot Tump & my people were
making yow feel very muciv ot home. That Johur was
well, & Barbora had been talking about certain Hings
v her Love Ufe: There way no- dvramatic news v Hhe
Letter, but becaunse U wos so- recent o Hhuddled me to- get
U becanse U brouwghht me so- munch nearer on time fo-
yow: Darling | am muncih happier now: 4 montivg ago, |
felt tivat we were slipping into- different worlds, but
now- | feel we are drawing nearer togetiver again than
ot any tume since | Left home.
Of cowrse there iy anotirer reason for that That s
yow hanving gone to- lve withh my people. Yow have no-
wlea how muciv nearer deor U hay brought yow to- me.
It & as Uf | way Listening to- a radio description of a
ploy | kinew very well, & thve actressy | kinew well after



acting off stage, hasy now- come on stage. No-thats not Ut
buwt | know yow so- well, & | have alwayy kept a clear
mentfal pleture of yow tnv my mind, but usmnally
floating abowt un space. | also coarry about a clear
mentfal pleture of the one place wirere | lhave Lived
since childdiroodl | see not so- muncdv a place, for we have
Left Corner Howse, but an atmospirere. | see the howr by
howr activities of Mother & Dad & Barbara, the vsmnal
visitors, the old jokes over mealy, the visity to-the
plctures: Tea ot Tump one Sunday & so-one & now |
hasye a frame for yow: | hawve a vivid yow v a viartdl
background. | can imagine, the teasing & Hre
covwersotion, & the tripsy to- Altrincham & tive
Garrifk) & the pletures & tHhe conwersationsy & so- o
between yow & every member of the familly. Yow see
wihat | mean, dowt yow darling.

| o happy knowing that there will be more
variety & companiovsiip & outungy to- e pletures
wutead of He monotonous guestions & loneliness of 9.
Woodstoek Av: Of counrse yow cant imagine me U my
backgrouwnd very well, but perlhvaps of will make yow
feel closer to- me, to- be near the home & backgrownd
that | was brought up Ln

Everybody seems to- lhave suddenly got optumistic
agoivu Last wk Chawrch il way talking abpout 1945 &
Huis week Halifow says i may end sooner than
anybody tHuinks: | Hink U all depends on factors
wilehv are st wncontrollable. (1) How soon we clear
Africa. (2) How suecessful we shall be on e
Continent: Who- can say wiat the outcome of an
ottempted bwasion of Ewrope will be. | o sure Hrat
huge American & Brituiv production, increasing aiv
power and increasing bompingy of Ewrope are all
nereosing e odos on our slode, bt wihen the race



beging fote takes full control so- we shall have to- wait
& see; but Uy nice to- Hunk that perlvaps by this
Avtumn, we shall hawve a better Llea of owr futurre
prospects: | never thought | shoulod spend a wivole year
v a place wivere Aeroplanes overhead are ay
wncommon ay Elepiranty un Altrinciham.

| always wsed to- hhate Aeroplanes buzzing overhead
ol the time, & | looked gloomily to- the future. My
the wor, there will be (1) a law-to- make Hem fliefsic]
above o cerfoin height (2) Some kind of silencer on
them.. f they don't lnsist on these things, we shall all
be nervous wrecks by 30 v anotiver 10 yry.

Well ot s 7.0 P.M & the Light b beguning fo- fade.
In half an hour | need. o light o to- read & i twenty
minutes after that U iy dark: | must have my batr nows
| weiglv 9 Stone 13 now- 10 Stone 10 wiewn | left
England, but my wt has been covustondt; for the last 6
mondtis: | have Lost it all in the middle. My waist used
to-be 33. It iy now-29. AW other places | am
wnchrangeo.

AU my love dear.
Yours: Kennetir.

(Original back envelope cover follows)
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