Suat Genc’s favorite chess problem

Solution
1. Kb1!!!
Suat calls this the “magic move”.
The key to the problem is that if white can capture the black Queen the h pawn can reach the eighth rank and promote.  The first “magic” move by white, Kb1 seals all lines of escape for the black queen, although some of the ways it is trapped would be foreseen by only a few great players.
Print this out and try all the variations over the chess board.
Possible first moves for black (that don’t lose the Queen immediately) are as follows:
	A
	c5

	B
	K x N

	C
	Q x N

	D
	Kb6

	E
	Kb5


Let’s look at each alternative move in turn:
	A
	B
	C

		1
	Kb1
	c5

	2
	Nc2
	Win Q



		1
	Kb1
	K x N

	2
	Bc1
	Qa5

	3
	Bd2
	Win Q



		1
	Kb1
	Q x N

	2
	Bd8
	Kb5

	3
	a4
	Kc5

	4
	Be7
	Win Q






Alternative D has four alternates although three of them have the same third move for white:
	D1
	D2
	D3
	D4

		1
	Kb1
	Kb6

	2
	Be7
	If, Qa5

	3
	Bd8
	Win Q



		1
	Kb1
	Kb6

	2
	Be7
	If, Kc7

	3
	Nxc6
	Win Q



		1
	Kb1
	Kb6

	2
	Be7
	If, Ka7

	3
	Nxc6
	Win Q



		1
	Kb1
	Kb6

	2
	Be7
	If, Kb7

	3
	Nxc6
	Win Q






Alternative E has five alternates.
	E1
	E2
	E3
	E4
	E5

		1
	Kb1
	Kb5

	2
	Be7
	If, Ka5

	3
	Nxc6
	Wins Q

	
	
	



		1
	Kb1
	Kb5

	2
	Be7
	If, Kb6

	3
	Nxc6
	Wins Q

	
	
	



		1
	Kb1
	Kb5

	2
	Be7
	If, a5

	3
	Nd5
	Win Q

	
	
	



		1
	Kb1
	Kb5

	2
	Be7
	If, c5

	3
	Nc2
	Qa5

	4
	Bd8
	Wins Q



		1
	Kb1
	Kb5

	2
	Be7
	If, Qa5

	3
	a4
	Kb6

	4
	Bd8
	Win Q






I think this is all the main alternates but if I missed any perhaps Suat or others can let me know. Regards, John Shawcross
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